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the middle and professional classes, interested most in social
order and the security of property. The peasantry, interested
also in the security of property, could sometimes, and in some
measure, be induced to support it. But while peasant interests
dominated, on the whole, economic policy and industrial
working-class interests were the driving-force behind social
policy, it was the middle classes which dominated political and
foreign policy. By this working compromise the Third Repub-
lic survived, in a sense unforeseen by Thiers, as 'the form of
government which divides us least'. With the growing break-
down of this compromise, the Third Republic began to totter.
And with its final breakdown, the Third Republic fell. It fell
when the very issue of whether or not parliamentary institu-
tions should survive became the one issue 'which divided us
most'.
The Aristocracy and Gentry
The relics of the old nobility, the old Bonapartist officials,
and the country gentry played a steadily diminishing part in
the life of the Third Republic. When it was founded, they were
still of considerable importance. During the eighteen-seven-
ties, when the chances of a Monarchist revival were still not
hopeless—and even the possibility of a Bonapartist resurgence
could not be completely counted out—they were of immense
importance. The period (1873-7) which Daniel Halevy has
christened La Republique des Dues was their time of greatest
power. Only in 1879, with the clear failure of the Macmahon
experiment in preliminary royalism and the complete capture
by the Republicans of Presidency, Senate and Chamber, did
the old nobility and gentry begin to sink into relative un-
importance politically. By then, the constitution of the Repub-
lic had been cast in a mould not uncongenial to their interests
and aspirations: and their lasting influence on the Republic
through their decisive control of its formative stages will later
be examined in some detail (Chapter IV). The gentry of the
provincial chateaux lost their own grip even earlier—with the
first dissolution of the National Assembly in 1876: a grip which
had been loosening with each new batch of by-elections since

